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carefully avoided mentioning Bismarck's name, but led the con-
versation round to Egypt by casually alluding to Leon Say and
Mr. Waddington's visit to England, and observing that "nothing
could be more fatal to friendly relations between England and
France than any attempt of England to take possession of
Egypt." Lord Odo Russell set his mind at rest. So far as he was
aware, H.M.G. had no such plan.

That very evening Russell had a conversation with Bismarck
that gave him food for thought. It seemed to him more than
a mere coincidence that Bismarck should recur to the subject of
Egypt. Minister, he reported, said that the Government and
the Opposition were entirely opposed to the annexation of
Egypt and in these circumstances he would like to know
whether such an annexation by France would be objected
to.

Lord Odo replied: "H.M.G. were satisfied with the status
quo in regard to Egypt, but that any attempt on the part of
France to meddle with it would be met by force, and that
England would go to war rather than tolerate a foreign
protectorate." Saying he was glad to hear it Bismarck changed
the subject.1

While the Chancellor was trying to plumb the depths of
English and French policy an exchange of opinion was going on
among the Powers as to the place of the conference. At a
concert given in honour of the Crown Prince of Austria on
4 March, Lord Odo Russell heard rumours that the Austrian
Government had suggested Berlin as the place of meeting.
He was dismayed. A conference held in Berlin, he thought,
would be as much under Russian influence as in St. Petersburg,
and in his own mind he was convinced that the proposal did not
emanate from Vienna.2 But his suspicions were confirmed.
Billow told him that both Andrassy and Gorchakov wished to
attend in person, and as Bismarck would not go either to Vienna
or Baden, they wished the conference to be transferred to Berlin.
This meant that Lord Odo Russell would probably have much
more to do with the conference than he had anticipated, but
for the present he was fully occupied with the day-to-day
difficulties of his unenviable position. The cabinet dissensions
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